III.    'FASCISTIZATION'
Chapter One
THE FASCIST  DOCTRINE
GENTILE'S claim that his work as an educational
reformer was governed by Fascist ideals, a claim which
he consistently maintained for twenty years, was not
accepted by most of the political heads of Fascism. At least,
they felt that the reforms themselves were not enough to trans-
form the mind and habits of the Italian people. The call for a
* Fascistization' of the school and youth was repeated without
interruption till the end of 1936. While Gentile's outlook and
aims were broadly defined, and had been the outcome of a long
process of discussions and experiments, the Fascist leaders
frankly confessed that they had no definite doctrine to apply.
Nevertheless, when they started 'Fascistization5, they had in
mind something which was sure to be defined, however vague
this definition was bound to be for some years.
Among the various, attempts to clarify * Fascist doctriney with
an eye to its influence on education, what Mussolini wrote on
this subject should be the most illuminating; it is, however,
necessary to supplement it from other sources, and especially
from the very unscientific material provided by propaganda,
because not much of what has determined the activities of the
Party, and not many of the imperialistic ideas of the past decade,
have found expression in theoretical writings.
Mussolini, who avowedly disliked theory, was tempted to put
his name to an article on La Dottrina del Fasrismo for the
Encyclopedia Italiana; reprinted in many forms and editions,
this article became the classic text on the subject, and from 1936
was read and studied in most secondary schools as the final word
in the history of philosophy. The article is divided into two
sections: (a) 'Fundamental Ideas' and (b) 'Political and Social
Doctrine'. The first part is written in a style very reminiscent
of Gentile's writings, as are the views expressed in it; and those
who were closest to the e philosopher of Fascism * in his capacity
as general editor of the Enciclopedia Italiana are sure that
no mistake has been made in attributing this section to him.
It is not possible to say who was the actual writer of the second
part; in any case, Mussolini gave the authority of his name
to the whole article, making it the authentic doctrine of the
regime.
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